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Here it is again without formatting.  I can't wait any longer to mail it and I'm sorry for the 
formatting:

 
Stated Meeting: Cancelled

Saccarappa Obedience Club               Board Meeting            March 13, 2013

Saccarappa Obedience Club Board Meeting was held Wednesday, March 13, 2013, at 
Barbara Schwartz's home.  It was called to order by President Mary Jo McCormack at 6:59 
P.M.
 
Secretary's report was accepted as read. 
 
There was no Treasurer’s report.    There was no correspondence. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
The Training Committee wants to get a CGC Class together. 
 
Pat is going to have knee surgery at the end of the Monday night sessions. 
 
Unfinished Business:
 
The Merrilyn Hill seminar is going very smoothly and there is only one Novice slot left. 
 
New Business:
 
Nicki wants to be excused from the meeting requirements because of her work hours.  Bob 
Cuzner made a motion that she be excused and was seconded by Bob Tripp. Motion passed. 
 
The next Board meeting is at Mary Jo McCormack’s home. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Bob Cuzner and seconded by Drema.  Meeting 
was adjourned at 7:39 P.M.
 
Respectfully submitted,-
 
Mary Tripp, Recording Secretary

Upcoming Dates:  March 27, 2013 Sacarappa Stated Meeting at the Barren Center 7:00- 
refreshments Genice Gorman, Barbara Belicose and MJ McCormack. 



 
 
In Dog News:  The longest sled ride is over, and Mitch Seavey and his pack won the Itidarod 
Dog Sled race.  For more information, visit the official website athttp://iditarod.com/   
Below is the history:
 

History
The World was Changing…

Original document by Don Bowers, Edited 2012
Even after the advent of the airplane, dog teams continued to be widely used for local 
transportation and day-to-day work, particularly in Native villages. Mushers and their teams 
played important but little remembered roles in World War II in Alaska, particularly in helping 
the famous Eskimo Scouts patrol the vast winter wilderness of western Alaska.
After the war, short and medium distance freight teams were still common in many areas of 
Alaska even when President Kennedy announced that the United States would put a man on 
the moon. During the 1960′s, however, it was not space travel but the advent of the “iron 
dog” (or snowmachine or snowmobile) that resulted in the mass abandonment of dog teams 
across the state and loss of much mushing lore.
In 1964, the Wasilla-Knik Centennial Committee was formed to look into historical events in 
Alaska, specifically the Mananuska-Susitna Valley, over the past century. 1967 marked the 
100th anniversary of Alaska being a U.S. Territory after being purchased from Russia.  
Dorothy Page, chairman of this committee, conceived the idea of a sled dog race over the 
historically significant Iditarod Trail.  Joe Redington Sr. was her first real support for such a 
race.  Joe and his wife Vi had deep historical interests in the Iditarod Trail since the 
mid-1950′s and felt this centennial race would help in their quest to preserve the historic gold 
rush and mail route and get it recognized nationally.  The Redingtons and Pages joined 
forces.  Dorothy poured her heart and soul into research as a historian and Joe Redington 
worked non-stop to put together a new sprint sled dog race.
With much volunteer labor (the start of a fundamental Iditarod tradition), the first part of the 
trail was cleared, including nine miles of the Iditarod Trail.  The two heat, 56 mile Centennial 
race between Knik and Big Lake was held in 1967 and 1969.  Then, interest in the race was 
lost.  However, Joe Redington never lost interest, instead his vision grew into a never 
conceived of before long-distance race.  Countless hours of discussions with fellow mushers 
followed.  Two of these mushers were teachers, Tom Johnson and Gleo Hyuck.  These three 
men spirited this first-ever, long-distance race into reality and in 1973 a new race was born.  
The U.S. Army helped clear portions of the trail and with the support of the Nome Kennel Club 
(Alaska’s earliest, founded in 1907), the race went all the way to Nome for the first time. Even 
so, the mushers still had to break much of their own trail and take care of their own supplies.  
The winner of the first Iditarod was Dick Wilmarth, taking almost three weeks to reach Nome.

Redington had two reasons for organizing the long-distance Iditarod Race:  to save the sled 
dog culture and Alaskan huskies, which were being phased out of existence due to the 
introduction of snowmobiles in Alaska; and to preserve the historical Iditarod Trail between 
Seward and Nome.  To promote both goals, Redington asked Dorothy Page to be the editor of 

http://iditarod.com/


an Iditarod  Annual.  Her enthusiasm, drive, and love of history opened the world’s eyes to the 
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race®.
The race is really a reconstruction of the freight route to Nome and commemorates the part 
that sled dogs played in the settlement of Alaska. The mushers travel from checkpoint to 
checkpoint much as the freight mushers did eighty years ago—although some modern dog 
drivers like Doug Swingley, Martin Buser, Jeff King, Susan Butcher, and Rick Swenson move 
at a pace that would have been incomprehensible to their old-time counterparts, making the 
trip to Nome in under ten days.
Since 1973, the race has grown every year despite financial ups and downs. The Iditarod has 
become so well-known that the best mushers now receive thousands of dollars a year from 
corporate sponsors. Dog mushing has recovered to become a north-country mania in the 
winter, and some people now make comfortable livings from their sled-dog kennels.
While the Iditarod has become by far Alaska’s best-known sporting event, there are a dozen 
other major races around the state every winter, such as the grueling thousand-mile Yukon 
Quest, the Kobuk 440, the Kusko 300, the Klondike 300, and the Copper Basin 300. In a 
revival of age-old tradition, some entire villages and towns in rural Alaska become swept 
away in the frenzy of sled dog racing, and sled dog are now common in many rural areas 
where they were eclipsed by “iron dogs” only a few decades ago.
Alaska is the world Mecca for sled dog racing, which has developed into a popular winter 
sport in the Lower 48, Canada, Europe, and even Russia. Mushers from more than a dozen 
foreign countries have run the Iditarod, and Alaskan mushers routinely travel Outside to races 
such as the John Beargrease in Minnesota, the Big Sky in Montana, the UP 200 in Michigan, 
and the Alpirod in Europe. A number of Alaskan mushers have even run races in the Russian 
Far East. The Winter Olympics are considering adding sled dog racing as an event and 
several sled dog races were held in Norway in conjunction with the 1994 games.
Although the race’s fame causes many people to think of the Iditarod Trail when they think of 
traveling to Nome, the trail is actually impassable during the spring, summer, and fall. 
Moreover, its routing is far from a direct course, taking about 1,150 miles to go the 650 or so 
airline miles from Anchorage to Nome. In addition, the race committee has routed the race to 
pass through a number of towns and villages missed by the original trail, and has adopted a 
northern route for even-numbered years to include more villages along the Yukon.
The checkpoints for the first half of the current race are Anchorage to Campbell Airstrip, 
Willow, Knik, Yentna Station, Skwentna, Finger Lake, Rainy Pass (Puntilla), Rohn 
Roadhouse, Nikolai, McGrath, Takotna, and Ophir. In odd numbered years the middle part of 
the race largely follows the original trail, from Ophir through Iditarod, Shageluk, Anvik, 
Grayling, and Eagle Island to Kaltag. In even years, it swings north from Ophir to Cripple, 
Ruby (heart of another old mining district), Galena, Nulato, and on to Kaltag.
From Kaltag, the home stretch is the same every year: Unalakleet, Shaktoolik, Koyuk, Elim, 
Golovin, White Mountain, Safety Roadhouse, and Nome. True to their predecessors, the 
mushers still run down Front Street past the still notorious saloons into the heart of the Last 
Frontier’s last frontier town to the burled arch. Every musher’s arrival is heralded by the city’s 
fire siren and every musher is greeted by a crowd lining the “chute”, no matter the time of day 
or night, or if he or she is first or fifty-first across the line.

The Beginning of The Iditarod Trail Sled Dog 
Race®
The Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race first ran to Nome in 1973.  
In the mid 1950′s, Jo and Vi Redington were writing letters to bring rememberance to the old 
Iditarod Trail and it’s important historical significance to Alaska’s history.
There were two short races using nine miles of the Iditarod Trail in 1967 and 1969.  (Sprint 



races)

The idea of having a race over a portion of the Iditarod Trail was conceived by the late 
Dorothy G. Page.  In 1964, Page was chairman of the Wasilla-Knik Centennial Committee 
and was working on projects to celebrate Alaska’s Centennial Year in 1967. 
Page was intrigued that dog teams could travel over land that was not accessible by 
automobile. In the late 1890′s and early 1900′s, settlers had come to Alaska following a gold 
strike. They traveled by boat to the coastal towns of Seward and Knik and from there, by land 
into the gold fields. The trail they used is today known as The Iditarod Trail, first surveyed by  
the Alaska Road Commission in 1908 and now one of the National Historic Trails as so 
designated by the Congress of the United States. In the winter, their only means of travel was 
by dog team.
The Iditarod Trail soon became the major “thoroughfare” through Alaska. Mail was carried 
across this trail, people used the trail to get from place to place and supplies were transported 
via the Iditarod Trail. Priests, ministers and judges traveled between villages via dog team.
All too soon the gold mining began to slack off. People began to go back to where they had 
come from and suddenly there was less travel on the Iditarod Trail. The use of the airplane in 
the late 1920’s signaled the beginning of the end for the dog team as a standard mode of 
transportation, and of course with the airplane carrying the mail, there was less need for land 
travel. The final blow to the use of the dog team came with the appearance of snowmobiles in 
Alaska.
By the mid 60′s, most people in Alaska didn’t even know there was an Iditarod Trail or that 
dog teams had played a very important part in Alaska’s early settlement. Dorothy G. Page, a 
resident of Wasilla and self-made historian, recognized the importance of an awareness of 
the use of sled dogs as working animals and of the Iditarod Trail and the important part it 
played in Alaska’s colorful history.
Page presented the possibility of a race over part of the Iditarod Trail in celebration of 
Alaska’s Centennial celebration in 1967 to an enthusiastic Joe Redington, Sr., a musher from 
the Knik area. Soon the Pages and the Redingtons began promoting the idea of the Iditarod 
Race to the extent that Joe and Vi Redington moved to the Knik area from their homestead at 
Flat Horn Lake and they have never moved back. (Flat Horn Lake is approximately 30 miles 
out of Knik.)

The Aurora Dog Mushers Club, along with men from the Adult Camp in Sutton helped clear 
years of over-growth from a nine mile section of the Iditarod Trail.  The sprint race from Knik 
to Big Lake and back again was a two day event covering 56 miles.  Their hard work was 
finished in time for Alaska’s 1967 Centennial celebrations and the first race along part of the 
Iditarod Trail. A $25,000 purse was offered in that race, with Joe and Vi Redington donating 
one acre of their land at Flat Horn Lake adjacent to the Iditarod Trail to help raise the funds. 
(The land was subdivided into one square foot lots and sold with a deed and special 
certificate of ownership, raising $10,000 toward the purse.) Contestants from all over Alaska 
and even two contestants from Massachusetts entered that first Iditarod Race, but a 
newcomer, Isaac Okleasik, from Teller, Alaska, won the race with his team of large working 
dogs. The sprint race was put on only one more time in 1969.
Joe never gave up on looking for a way to preserve the history of the Iditarod Trail and began 
talking to friends about a long distance race.  The goal was to have the race go to the 
goldrush ghost town of Iditarod in 1973.  However, in 1972, the decision was made to take the 
race the 1,000 plus miles all the way to Nome. Howard Farley and the residents in Nome 
were instrumental in getting the northern portion of the race organized.  Meanwhile, the U.S. 



Army reopened the southern portion of the trail between Fairwell Lake and Knik as part of a 
winter exercise.  Two teachers ,Tom Johnson and Gleo Hyuck believed in Redington’s vision 
of a long-distance race and worked with Joe to incorporate the Iditarod Race and plan it.  
Then others volunteered.  The “Last Great Race on Earth” was a reality – all amidst 
comments that it couldn’t be done.  Joe’s determination and vision along with many 
volunteers led to what we know today as the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race.  
There were many who believed it was crazy to send a bunch of mushers out into the vast 
uninhabited Alaskan wilderness. But the race went! Twenty-two mushers finished that year 
and to date, there have been over 400 finishers. Mushers have come from Canada, 
Czechoslovakia, France, Great Britain, Germany, Switzerland, Norway, Italy, Japan, Austria, 
Australia, Sweden and the Soviet Union as well as from about 20 different states in this 
country.
For Joe Redington, the Father of the Iditarod, there were two most important reasons for the 
Iditarod Sled Dog race.  He is quoted in Nan Elliot’s book, I’d Swap my Old Skidoo for You, 
“When I went out to the villages (in the 1950′s) where there were beautiful dogs once, a snow 
machine was sitting in front of a house and no dogs.  It wasn’t good.  I didn’t like that  I’ve 
seen snow machines break down and fellows freeze to death out there in the wilderness.  But 
dogs will always keep you warm and they’ll always get you there.”  He was determined to 
bring back the sled dog to Alaska and to get the Iditarod Trail declared as a National Historic 
Trail.
Dorothy G. Page, the “Mother of the Iditarod” is quoted in the October 1979 issue of the 
Iditarod Runner on her intent for the Iditarod: “To keep the spirit of the Iditarod the same. I 
don’t ever want to see high pressure people getting in and changing the spirit of the race. We 
brought the sled dog back and increased the number of mushers. It is really an Alaskan 
event. I think the fact that it starts in Anchorage and then ends in Nome has opened up a 
whole new area for people in Alaska. I think they appreciate that. It puts them in touch with 
the pioneer spirit.” At this time, Dorothy was fairly ‘new’ to Alaska, and the conversations that 
she and Joe had blended  with Joe’s knowledge and goals to create a common recognition of 
the importance of the Iditarod Trail.
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